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I am always eager to engage with local people and welcome this initiative by the Cazenove Area 
Action Group

What pleases me about Cazenove is much the same as what pleases residents generally

 I was a member of the steering committee on the “Streets for People” project and have 
always supported tree planting in the ward.  

 Stoke Newington Common is not in my ward  but I am a regular user of the parks and as 
such support the work on the playgrounds and the work of the Tree Musketeers.

 I am proud of the cleanliness we have achieved in the ward although there remains more to 
do.

 I am happy with the variety of small shops and also their vitality in a difficult trading 
environment.

 In addition I have always supported both fun days and street parties as drivers of community
engagement.

Traffic

 I agree that the present Council policy of installing the CPZ “street by street” is madness.  I 
am determined that there will be a comprehensive ward-wide CPZ.  I have taken steps to  
initiate a Cazenove CPZ consultation.

 The Liberal Democrat councillors under my leadership combined with the Green Party (they
proposing and we seconding) to institute a 20mph zone in the entire borough. It is not 
perfect but it is a step to seriously reducing traffic speeds

 In addition, in Cazenove we have implemented a network of one way streets to reduce rat 
running through residential areas

 There has been a price to pay with the volume of traffic on Cazenove Road.  I agree that it 
needs to be tackled. I am not greatly in favour of traffic humps especially on bus and 



emergency vehicle routes but I will look at any proposals and will support an engineered 
speed reduction plan. 

 I will always pursue complaints about road surface and potholes. To my knowledge, every 
case I have taken up has led to a repair (although perhaps not as good a repair as we might 
have hoped)

Planning

 The planning department and especially enforcement is drastically underfunded in Hackney 
as a whole. It struggles to do its job properly without proper funding.

 I agree that we are allowing too many conversions. Currently the London Plan, initiated by 
Boris Johnson and continued by Labour's Sadiq Khan pushes the boroughs to accept new 
“housing units” often supposedly achieved by converting family houses and this needs to be 
changed.

 I agree that we need to stop illegal development and that up until now has been too difficult 
to take out enforcement procedures but new legislation will allow such developers to be 
fined all of the profits they have illegally made from delaying and  flouting planning law.  
This should allow more prosecutions to succeed quickly. 

 If any improper pressure on council officers is brought to my attention I will not hesitate to 
act against it. As a long standing member of the planning committee I am well aware of the 
need to keep my role as a representative separate from the planning process. I had to recuse 
myself from the Wilmer Place decision for example because I had spoken against the 
development. 

Rubbish collecting 

 The Liberal Democrats in Cazenove have always been enthusiasts for recycling and we are 
proud that the people of the ward had for a long time the best recycling record of any ward 
in Hackney

 We believe that recycling is for all, not just the ecologically aware, and needs to be made 
simple and as easy as possible.  We fought for the green bag as against the previous scheme 
which was perhaps theoretically better but far more difficult.

 I agree that commercial bins on the pavement need to be addressed.  However when there is 
limited space an ideal solution is not obvious. But we will not give up and will look at any 
suggestions made.

The Natural Environment

 Tree preservation orders are an excellent measure to promote the greening of our ward and I 
will generally support them.

 I will look at any “green corridor” suggestions that are proposed

 I am not aware of the incidents of tree felling referred to but I am always prepared to take a 
constituent's complaint to the Council.


